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Abstract. Decoding errors can be seen from the point of view of the receiver or the
transmitter. This naturally leads to different functions for the decoding error probabil-
ity. We study the relations between these two functions. Though both functions are
equally good when used to compare two codes with respect to decoding errors only
one of them reflects in general the properties such a function should have. Moreover,
both functions coincide only if the underlying code is perfect.

1


